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NOTE: All questions addressed to “The Question Box” must be 
signed if they are to receive a ego However, names will be withheld 
from publication if requested. Only the questions considered of 
g interest will be answered in the ANGEL. 





QUESTION: When Paul said in 1 Timothy 4:13, “Till I 
come give attendance to reading ... ,” what did he mean 
to read, only the Scriptures or other things as well? Also, 
please advise what we are to study as instructed in 2 
Timothy 2:15, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di- 
viding the word of truth.”—L. A. E. 

READING THE SCRIPTURES should natur- 
ally come first in the life of every Christian. However, 
much other good reading is profitable for the Christian. 
Paul said that from a child Timothy had known the Holy 
Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:15), but still he admonished 
Timothy to study and read, in 1 Timothy 4:13 and 2 Tim- 
othy 2:15. I am confident he meant for Timothy to read 
everything that is profitable to a better understanding of 
the Scriptures, to a better understanding of mankind, of 
things that stimulate the mind and exercise the soul to- 
ward greater godliness. Paul urged Timothy to bring 
books with him when he visited Paul in Rome (2 Timothy 
4:13). Paul was able to quote from poetry and literature 
in his writings and sermons. (See Acts 17:28 where Paul 
quoted the Greek poet Cleanthes, and Titus 1:12 where he 
quoted Cretian poet Epimenides.) It can be pointed out 
in many other places in the Scriptures where Paul made 
use of his knowledge of literature, history, biology, soci- 
ology, foreign languages, etc. In Acts 17 the Athenians 
gave courteous attention to Paul as he spoke to them on 
Mars Hill. If an orator on Mars Hill mispronounced even 
a single syllable of the Greek language, he was hissed and 
booed to silence. Paul (although Hebrew was his national 
tongue and latin was the tongue of Roman citizens, which 
he was) was so adept at Greek grammar that he com- 
manded the attention of the Greek scholars. He was a 
workman who needed not to be ashamed. 


QUESTION: Where did the Gentiles originate, and 
what is the difference between them and the Jew? 
Where did the black race start?—Mrs. D. R. M. 


ETHNOLOGY, the science or study of races, 
divides the races of mankind into several categories. By 
the word “Gentile” I take it you mean the Aryan or white 
race; the Jews belong to the Semitic peoples; and the 
black-skinned people belong to the Negroid races. The 
Semitic peoples derived their name from Shem, a son of 
Noah; the Negroid races are descendants of Ham; while 
the Aryan races are descendants of: Japheth. 
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OF SIN 


By CARLIE BUTTS 
Lee College Student 





“Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that 
walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth,” John 12:35b. 


HEN SOMEONE becomes intoxicated by strong 

beverages, he is in a state well-known and un- 

derstood by everyone—he is drunk. This effect 
has a more serious bearing on the individual than just 
to make him sick and staggery. It has a poisoning effect 
which affects the mind and causes a slow functional 
process of thought plus a force which shortens the pow- 
er of memory. As all doctors have declared, even though 
a minute portion of poison has been injected into the in- 
dividual, he will suffer certain bodily tortures. So, re- 
gardless of the amount of intoxicating beverages that a 
man is partaker of, he becomes a slave to its dominating 
force. 

Just as strong beverages have a strong overpowering 
action or effect upon the mind, causing it to fail to func- 
tion properly; so sin has the same intoxicating power to 
cloud man’s mind and cause it to function poorly. Sin 
has always been, and always will be, present with man; 
but it does not have power over all men. Just as strong 
drink must find an entrance into the human body in or- 
der to cause distress of mind, so must sin enter the mind 
of man to cause distress of soul. 

I am aware of the saying that people may think evil 
without sinning, but this is just as true as the following 
statement could be. If man can constantly harbor evil in 
his mind, then he may use whiskey as a mouth wash. 
Each time a person washes his mouth, a certain portion 
of the solution will enter his system. So, when man thinks 
evil, a certain portion penetrates the membranes of re- 
sistence and stays with man. 

As a whole, people think that when an evil word is 
spoken or an act is performed, the individual commits 
sin. This is true, but the real essence of the matter is 
that man does not deliberately do wrong; it is the sur- 
rounding, dominant force of sin that causes him to act 
in such a manner. After such action is performed, he 
realizes his wrong, and this is the first step that sin has 
taken in order to dominate man’s mind. It isn’t that man 
wants to kill, to steal, to lie, or to do other acts of violence, 
but such acts all occur because he has partaken of sin to 
such an extent that he is unable to control himself. 

It is true that almost all sane people who are over- 
powered by intoxicating beverages, will do anything to 
protect themselves or their friends. But when a man is 
“drunk” he takes no thought of anything, because his 
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minds fails to function properly. It isn’t because he isn’t 
of normal intelligence, but the fact is that there is pres- 
ent with him, and over him, and in him, a power which 
has clouded his mind, robbing it of its true functional 
power. 


WHEN MAN SINS it is not proof that he is 
of a weak mind; it only proves that he has submitted his 
good mind and intelligence to the destructive forces of 
another power. The power of Satan is not portrayed in 
the amount of sin, and the sinful nature that surrounds 
man; it can only be determined by the way man sub- 
mits to its influencing powers. Just as a person becomes 
emotionally upset, due to too much strong drink, he also 
may become emotionally upset by the intoxicating force 
and power of sin and do things that, otherwise, he would 
not do. 

As I look over the country in which we live, it is ob- 
vious that man is not only sinning; but, as a whole, he 
has become intoxicated with sin. Just as the alcoholic de- 
sires his drink, the sinner has a never-ending desire to 
sin. Truly the world is rocking under the intoxicating 
forces of sin. 

In one way of thinking, we could almost say that there 
are four classes of people on earth: the moral man, the 
true Christian, the sinner, and the intoxicated sinner. 
The moral man does good, but as for the reward of right- 
eousness, there is no hope short of repentance. The Chris- 
tian is one who has surrendered his life completely to 
Christ. The sinner is one who has not accepted Christ as 
his Saviour, realizes his sinful condition, and plans to do 
something about it—although sometimes his plans are 
never carried out. The intoxicated sinner is one who is 
so given over to sin and the Devil that he has no con- 
trol over himself, and no sin is disgraceful to him. 


Even though we must realize that sin is intoxicating 
and sometimes we are forced to stand helplessly by and 
watch its cancer-action eat away man’s highest level of 
society—leaving only the skeleton of sin and shame—we, 
who know Christ, could offer a remedy for this disease— 
Christ. As true Christians and servants of righteousness, 
let us band together and offer, Christ as a sure-cure for 
this intoxicating. and dominating pain, which has sur- 
rounded the souls of millions. Let us offer them for the 
first time deliverance through Christ. 
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“Whereas ye know 
not what 
shall be on 
the morrow. 
For what is 
your life? It 


is even a vapour, that 
appeareth for a little 
time, and then van- 
isheth away,” James 





question found in James 4:14, “What is your 

life?” We spoke to you concerning your present 
physical life, and your religious life. Today we would like 
to discuss your future life. People are concerned with 
their future. They are an insecure people. One great war 
after another has caused mass hysteria in the world to- 
day. People on every hand are seeking security. We hear 
much talk today about a guaranteed annual wage. Life 
insurance companies are more prosperous than ever be- 
fore. These companies provide protection for your heirs, 
but I can tell you how you can insure your life. 

My Christ’s words, recorded in St. John 10:27,28, are, 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me: and I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish .. .” Jesus knows whether or not you 
are His sheep; He knows you better than your insurance 
agent. He knows what you do in the secret hours, and 
He expects you not only to hear the beautiful blessed 
words, but to follow. To those who follow there is security. 
Jesus is a Rock that will provide an anchor in any storm. 
He is a foundation in your life that can withstand the 
pressures of present day living. He is security in a fast- 
moving, insecure world. He is insurance for your life, 
for all eternity. Jesus has said, “IJ know my sheep and 
they shall never perish.” 

Consult Proverbs 11:19, “As righteousness tendeth to 
life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own 
death.” The truth of this Scripture cries out in our world. 
Observe if you will the healthy atmosphere of a righteous 
life of moderation, the righteous atmosphere of a Chris- 
tian home. Find there the environment that tends toward 
a long, healthy life. Look again at the death that is 
spread in the atmosphere of sin. Visit our hospitals and 
see the bodies wasting away from overindulgence in drugs 
and drink. Look, if you will, day after day at the head- 
lines of our newspapers. Read the stories of violence and 
of murder that comes from riotous, depraved living. Con- 
sult the statistics of our highway accidents and find how 


W E HAVE BEEN SPEAKING to you concerning a 
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PART 


FOUR 


what * 


is your 
life? 


Man’s most important question 


By LOUIS H. CROSS 
Pastor, Elizabethton, Tennessee 


often the evil of drink is responsible for death. “Right- 
eousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pur- 
sueth it to his own death.” 

What is your future? Are you pursuing activities that 
tend to a long and happy life on earth followed by reward 
of eternal life? Or are you pursuing evil to your own 
death and to the death of your soul? The question is 
important. This is a matter of life and death! For a 
physical life, sirens will wail, traffic will stop. The im- 
portant, the busy, the impatient crowd will stop to give 
priority. Oh, that my voice could give the same warning! 
Oh, that I could somehow stop the multitudes and instill 
within them the meanings of the words found in Reve- 
lations 21:7,8, “He that overcometh shall inherit all 
things; and I will be his God, and he shall by my son.” 
What greater promise than the promise of all things, the 
son of royalty, the son of the King of Kings? Reading on 
in verse 8, “ ... But the fearful, and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part 
in that lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.” 

“What is your life?” Are you fearful? Is there unbelief 
in your heart? You may be a good moral man; you may 
be referred to as a good, upright, honest person, but if 
you are an unbeliever there is reserved for you the same 
punishment as for the abominable, for the liars, and the 
murderers. 

“What is your life?” Are you an idolater? Is your home, 
your automobile, your business coming between you and 
God? Is there some vain something in this world that 
you worship? If so the punishment I have just read is 
reserved for you. 

How truthful are your words? Are your business deal- 
ings completely truthful? Here in the blessed Word of 
God we have read that all liars—and I am persuaded 
that has to do-with business lies, and even social lies— 


shall have their place in the lake that burneth with “® 


and brimstone. 
(Continued on page 10) 
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ONE ANOTHER 


By MRS. GEORGE W. AYERS 


Jesus said, “I have manifested thy name unto the men 
which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, 
and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 
Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou 
hast given me are of thee. For I have given unto them 
the words which thou gavest me; and they have received 
them, and have known surely that I came out from 
thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. I 
pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them 
which thou hast given me; for they are thine. And all 
mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified 
in them. I have given them thy word; and the world hath 
hated them, because they are not of the world, even as 
I am not of the world. I pray not that thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep 
them from the evil,” John 17:6-10, 14, 15. 


ESUS KNEW that we were to rub shoulders with the 

world and prayed that God would keep us from the 

evils of it. Romans 12:2 adds, “And be not con- 
formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” James 
4:4b, “Know ye not that the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of 
the world is the enemy of God.” 


I found these verses telling us how to treat one another: 


1. “But by love serve one another,” Galatians 5:13b. 

2. “With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forebearing one another in love,” Ephesians 4:2. 

3. “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, for- 
giving one another even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you,” Ephesians 4:32. 

4. “Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be 
clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble,” 1 Peter 5:5b. 

5. “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion 
one of another, love as brethern, be pitiful, be courte- 
ous,” 1 Peter 3:8. 

6. “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for 
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much,” James 5:16. 

7. “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ,” Galatians 6:2. 


& 8. “Use hospitality one to another without grudging,” 


1 Peter 4:9. 
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9. “Wherefore comfort one another with these words,” 
1 Thessalonians 4:18. 

10. “Have peace one with another,” Mark 9:50b. 

11. “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another,” 1 John 1:7a. 

12. “And I myself also am persuaded of you, my breth- 
ern, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all 
knowledge, able also to admonish one another,” Ro- 


mans 15:14. 
13. “But exhort one another daily, while it is called To 


day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceit- 
fulness of sin,” Hebrews 3:13. 

14. “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly 
love; in honor preferring one another,” Romans 12:10. 

15. “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but 
in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 
themselves,” Philippians 2:3. 

16. “That there should be no schism (division) in the 
body; but that the members should have the same 
care one for another,” 1 Corinthians 12:25. 

17. “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of 
God,” Ephesians 5:21. 

18. “Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not 
high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be 
not wise in your own conceits,” Romans 12:16. 

19. “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works,” Hebrews 10:24. 

These Scripture verses obeyed in your life and the fol- 
lowing poem used should bring you joy and happiness as 
you go about being a good Christian, housewife and 


mother. 
OTHERS 
By C. D. Meigs 
Lord, help me live from day to day 
In such a self-forgetful way 
That even when I kneel to pray 
My prayers shall be for others. 


Help me in all the work I do 
To ever be sincere and true 
And know that all I’d do for you 
Must needs be done for others. 


Let “self” be crucified and slain 
And buried deep; and all in vain 
May efforts be to rise again 
Unless to live for others. 


And when my work on earth is done 
And my new work in heaven’s begun, 
May I forget the crown I’ve won 
While thinking still of others. 


Others, Lord, yes, others, 
Let this my motto be 

Help me to live for others 
That I might live like thee. 


I know neither the title nor the author of these lines, 
but they have been a blessing to me and perhaps they 
will bless you, too. 

I live for those who love me, 

For those who know me true, 

For the heavens that bend above me, 
And the good that I can do; 

For the wrongs that need resistance, 
For the good that lacks assistance, 
For the future in the distance, 

And the good that I can do. 
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From the Foreign Missions Executive Secretary’s ror 7 Mont- 
gomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee—PAUL H. WAL: 


a) a ae ae ae ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


RAYS OF A NEW DAY 


(Testimony of Elena Magally Vasquez, member of the 
Church of God, Marti Street, Guatemala City, Guatemala, 
C. A.) 





Elena Magally Vasquez 


Since my childhood I had been reared in the fanaticism 
of the Roman Catholic Church. My parents and brothers 
and sisters professed this religion, but I was inclined to- 
ward it even more; and so I always thought and believed 
that this was the real Christian faith. 

In 1945, my mother was very near death; and one of 
my brothers-in-law, who had been converted to the Gos- 
pel, came and spoke to her of the Word of God. I hated 
to hear this, and then one day he brought his pastor, 
Rev. Jaime Aldana of the Church of God. My mother and 
sister both accepted the Lord as their Saviour and my 
mother was healed. Since that time she has been a faith- 
ful Christian in the Church of God. 

Then my Calvary began. I suffered to think of the 
heresy that had entered my home, and I implored the 
idols in the Catholic temple to bring my mother and sister 
back to the Roman fold: 

In 1947, I was a blind idolatress, without God, without 
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faith or hope; nevertheless I had entered a convent-like 
association of Daughters of Mary, and was carried away 
with this life. At times I thought about going home where 
everyone was against my religious sentiments, and whe 

I thought of my mother and sister I considered them al 

ready condemned by the pope and the church. Some of 
my friends said that if I would put pictures of Mary and 
other saints under their pillows they would return to Ca- 
tholicism, but that only made matters worse; for they 
would pray for me and talk to me about God, and I 
couldn’t have fellowship with my mother. My mother was 
so sure of being saved and going to heaven that she per- 
severed in talking to me of the Word of God, and I would 
see her on her knees shedding tears for me. She wasn’t the 
same; in every way she was different; her only joy was 
reading the Bible; every night she went to church. I suf- 
fered because I wasn’t as sure as she, and in spite of 
the fact that I was such a good Catholic—I had no peace. 


About this time I met a young man with whom I fell 
in love. He deceived me, for he was married and it broke 
my heart. I felt that since my religion didn’t have the 
power to bring me peace, I would take my own life think- 
ing that death would end my desperation. A letter came 
to my hands (from my sister Conchi) and it said that 
only in Jesus there was peace and salvation, that He 
could give me real joy, and that I should put everything 
into His hands. These words helped me in my most anx- 
ious moments, and I decided to repent of the terrible 
deed that I was about to do. But, still resisting the Lord, 
I took part in all of the Catholic processions dressed in 
white. Yes, as white doves on the outside but inside we 
were full of sin—“whited sepulchers.” All was no more 
than hypocrisy. 

One day, I was alone at home with my soul tormented 
and empty. I hated Brother Jaime, for I felt that he was 
to blame for the change in my mother; but I said in my 
heart, “If Brother Jaime should come, I would tell him 
that I want to surrender my life to Jesus Christ.” What a 
surprise when I saw him coming to the door. He was look- 
ing for my mother. She wasn’t home so this was my op- 
portunity. I wanted to talk to him, but couldn’t. Then he 
said, “I know what you want—you want to come to Jesus 
for the salvation of your soul.” He brought me the glori- 
ous message of salvation, and I sought the Lord, and a 
glorious peace came to my heart. Everything seemed new 
to me, and it seemed like a new day dawning in me. 


Since then I have been happy and have consecrated 
my life to the Redeemer of my soul. It didn’t matter any 
more what the Daughters of Mary or even all the priests 
put together said, for the grace of God invaded my heart. 
I was baptized in water on June 29, 1950. The day of my 
conversion, November 28, 1949, was the happiest day of my 
life, and a date that I shall never forget. My greatest de- 
sire now is to seek the Lord with all of my heart. I was 
sanctified in August of the same year, and I am seeking 
the baptism. I have been face to face with my Jesus, and 
all of the doubts are buried. My faith is grounded deep 
in Him; He has healed me. In a word, He is my all. 


I am a member of the Church of God, Marti Street, 
and I work in the Y.P.E. My desire is that my church 
may grow and that souls may be reached through the 
faith that I now have in my heart. I trust that my testi- 


mony may touch some heart and bring it to Christ. I im- & 


plore the readers of the Evangel to pray for me. May 
the Lord bless you.—Elena Magally Vasquez. 
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Recent Comments and Reviews of 


Price 5.00 


LIKE A MIGHTY ARMY is a beautiful vol- 
ume, and as a book lover and book collector I can say in 
all sincerity that it is equal to anything that is done in the 
United States in the way of book publication. I think the 
author has made a very happy selection of title, and I 
am sure that this volume will take a high place in the 
annals of church history. I am:‘very happy to add this 
volume to my personal library—James F. Corn, Mayor of 


Cleveland, Tennessee. 
2 ?e £ 


THE FIRST DEFINITIVE history of a denom- 
ination is an event of considerable import. Seldom is such 
a work produced in as attractive a form as Like a Mighty 
Army. Typographically and in design the book is most 
attractive. A great deal of research and travel went into 
the production of the story, and in spite of the meticulous 
concern to be accurate the language is easy and stimulat- 
ing. Like most groups, a succession of names followed one 
another—Christian Union, The Holiness Church, and fi- 
nally the Church of God. Like most groups, also there was 
fervent spiritual hunger which led to revivals, which were 
followed by excesses and dissension. Organization and re- 
dedication brought new stability. A missionary program 
developed, schools were instituted, and expansion pro- 
gressed under the blessing of God. 

This is distinctly American, as American as the Ten- 
nessee hills where it originated, but now there are connec- 
tions in nearly forty countries. In 1951 the Full Gospel 
Church of the Union of South Africa merged with the 
Church of God. The denomination holds membership in 
the NAE. Membership in 1954 was 263,676, of which around 
115,000 were foreign. One feature of the book that is highly 
commendable is the author’s full tables in the back of 
nearly all conceivable statistics and names of officials, pe- 
riodicals, schools, etc., with dates for the whole period of 
the church’s history. Future writers in the field of denom- 
inational histories might take note. There is also a good 
bibliography.—Arnold D. Ehlert, Book Editor, United 


Evangelical Action. 


I HAVE REALLY BEEN fascinated by Like 

a Mighty Army. It has an excellent style, and the author 
has done a splendid job in maintaining reader interest 
in a very difficult field. Of course, this book should be 
dely read beyond the ranks of the Church of God, 
and I pray that it.will go far in the Church field. I 
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Like A Mighty Army 


A History of the Church of God 


By CHARLES W. CONN 


value it highly —Frank S. Mead, Author of Handbook of 
Denominations, See These Banners Go and others. 


pk se 


I WANT TO THANK you very much for 
Like a Mighty Army, Congratulations to the author on 
the organization of the material, and the clarity and 
sincerity with which he has brought forth his message. 
I can only imagine the tremendous labor he has ex- 
pended in research, and the hours he has spent poring 
over old records and talking to people with hazy mem- 
ories. The tremendous over-all job he has done is ap- 
parent, and I want to tell you that it is certainly worth 
while. 

“I also want to compliment the author and the Pub- 
lishing House on the format of the book. It certainly 
reflects the care and good taste expended in the selection 
of paper, type face, cloth and general fine craftsman- 
ship.”—James N. Johnson, General Manager, The Stand- 
ard Publishing Foundation. 


sxe 


THE INSIDE STORY of a denomination on 
the march is always colorful. The Church of God has 
gained ground since its formation as a Pentecostal group 
in 1886; but in the last two decades, especially, its group 
has been remarkable. As Editor-in-Chief of church pub- 
lications, Charles W. Conn had the qualifications for a 
factual and readable account of its history. He has made 
a contribution to church history which will hold interest 
far beyond his own movement.—Carl F. H. Henry, Author 
of The Protestant Dilemma, Remaking the Modern Mind, 
Notes on the Doctrine of God, and others. 


aes 


‘THE AUTHOR HAS RENDERED a valuable 
service, not only to his own denomination but to the 
bibliography of Church History. I find Like a Mighty 
Army an intriguing delineation of a major development 
of the Pentecostal Movement. It has been carefully au- 
thenticated from official documents and preserves in a 
dramatic way the spirit of the movement, which even- 
tuated in the organization of the Church of God. It 
deals realistically with difficulties faced and yet empha- 
sizes the great constructive work of its leaders. The vol- 
ume should be, for many years to come, the chief source 
book of information concerning the Church of God.— 
James DeForest Murch, Editor, United Evangelical Action. 
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Galatians 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: neverthe- 
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 


HESE WORDS WERE written by a man who knew 

} the meaning of Christ’s sacrifice for him. He knew 

the meaning of “Believing on the Lord Jesus 

Christ.” Not only did he believe that Christ was the Son 

of God but he also believed that a wholehearted accept- 

ance of the message of Christ was the right way of life 

for every man. This wholeheartedness in his acceptance 

was characteristic of Paul’s whole life, even from child- 
hood. 

Saul, which was his Jewish name, was born in the city 
of Tarsus. His Jewish parents trained him to be a priest. 
In addition—as every Jewish boy of his day—he was 
taught a trade, his being that of tent making. The whole 
purpose of his life was to find favor with God. At the 
age of thirteen, after he had completed the schooling of 
his home town, he was sent to Jerusalem where he studied 
at the feet of the most outstanding teacher of his day— 
Gamaliel. 

In addition to studying the laws of Moses he had to 
learn the various interpretations handed down by the 
different Rabbis and schools of learning of his day. This 
embodied a mass of material which would have discour- 
aged a less hearty soul. Yet the more he learned the more 
he wanted to know, for deep inside he had the longing 
to find complete favor from God. In fact he was striving, 
along with the other religious ones of his day, to be the 
one who could keep every detail of the law for one day. 
Since it was commonly believed that by so doing God 
would reward that person by sending the Messiah. 
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A PAULINE C 


By J. HERBERT WALKER, Jr., Assistan 


In spite of his determination and work he was unsuc- 
cessful. Saul made the mistake that is so common in our 
day. He tried to find God through works. He energetically 
began a systematic persecution of a group of people who 
were claiming that the Messiah had already come—that 
Christ was the Son of God. I can picture him as he had 
these people flogged, imprisoned, and punished—becom- 
ing more and more frustrated as God’s favor was not 
forthcoming. 

Added to this, undoubtedly, were numerous examples of 
the same kind of love Stephen had shown for his perse- 
cutors when he cried with a loud voice, “Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge.” For a person who was used to ac- 
complishing his tasks these things must have been very 
troublesome. 

Probably, Saul was thinking about these things as he 
was going along the road to Damascus. God knew his 
heart, and, just as He will never deny the soul that is 
thirsting after Him, He did not deny Saul. He awakened 
Saul to the realization that salvation is His gift. Saul 
learned his lesson well for later he wrote in Ephesians 
2:8, 9, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God; Not of works, 
lest any man should boast.” Yes, the chief persecutor of 
the followers of Christ found salvation. 


IMMEDIATELY, SAUL went into the desert 
for over a year and got alone with God. Just as Moses 
spent time in the desert before he began his work of lead- 
ing the children of Israel, and as Christ himself was led 
by the Spirit into the wilderness before he began his min- 
istry, so Saul had his moments alone with God out in the 
desert places. His physical surroundings were such that 
he could see a great distance, and also his spiritual vision 
was strengthened until his sights were far-reaching. Evi- 
dently a great struggle took place in the wilderness. His 
whole life, which had been centered in the Law, was 
shattered. He came to know that God cannot be found 
through the keeping of rules but that God is love. He 
found favor with God, but not in the way that he expect- 
ed. He learned that “Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone that believeth.” Yes, the true 
Christian does not live by rules or keep rules for the sake 
of the Law, but he lives by the principles given by Christ. 
His life is motivated by love. He knows that God is love 
and recognizes that selfishness is sin. 

When Saul came out of the wilderness he returned to 
Jerusalem and began testifying. Two weeks later, he had 
to flee for his life because of the hatred of the Jewish 
rulers. He returned to his home town of Tarsus and for 
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nearly eight years did personal work and preached the 
gospel in the nearby localities. After this, Barnabas, pas- 
tor of the church at Antioch, called Saul to be his assist- 
ant. This call was satisfactory, but in less than a year 
God directed these men to the mission field. 

The choice of their mission journey shows the influence 
of Barnabas. He was a former landowner in Cyprus, who 
had sold his possessions and given the proceeds to the 
treasury of the church at Jerusalem. He had many friends 
and acquaintances in Cyprus who needed this gospel. 
After a brief visit in Salamis they journeyed by foot to 
the capital which was called Paphos. This city was known 
as the headquarters of a heathen goddess and Elymas 
Bar-Jesus was the chief sorcerer. Also, the home of the 
Roman governor, Sergius Paulus, was here. Sergius Paulus 
has to his credit the fact that he was interested in re- 
ligion and philosophy; and when Barnabas and Saul ar- 
rived, he arranged an audience for them. The result of 
this visit was that Elymas was struck blind for a season 
and the governor was converted. At this time the mis- 
sionary changed his Jewish name, Saul, to its Gentile 
counterpart, Paul. 


THE CHOICE of their next visit shows Paul’s 
influence as much as the first choice had shown that of 
Barnabas. They went to the shore of Pamphylia and be- 
gan a northward journey on foot. They had to cross 
mountains which were inhabited by bandits and wild ani- 
mals. They crossed deep ravines on little rickety swing- 
ing bridges. Yet, they pressed forward until they came 
to the little town of Antioch of Pisidia. Paul found em- 
ployment as a tent maker, and on the Sabbath he and 
Barnabas went to the synagogue. When the opportunity 
came Paul arose; and, in the vocabulary of the learned 
priests of Jerusalem, began telling the people that the 
true Messiah, Jesus Christ, had come. This caused a great 
commotion and all the next week Paul and Barnabas 
were kept busy by personal visits from interested persons. 


The next Sabbath the synagogue was filled. Soon the 
local priests became jealous and influenced some lewd 
and rough men of the city to drive Paul and Barnabas 
out of the town. They next went to a neighboring town of 
Iconium and began a similar ministry. The priests of 
Antioch, hearing of their activity, sent help; and again 
Paul and Barnabas were run out of town. Lystra was 
their next stop. At the gate of the city they prayed for 
a man who had been lame from birth and God answered 
with His healing power. The inhabitants of the town 
wanted to worship Paul and Barnabas, but these mission- 
aries took this opportunity to give credit where it was 


December 3, 1955 





due and to preach the gospel of Christ. 

All went well for a few days but soon the multitudes 
turned and stoned them until Paul was taken outside the 
city and left for dead. But God was not through with his 
men and so they were able to continue on their journey 
until they came to Derbe. After preaching in Derbe, they 
decided to return to the home church. Instead of going 
through the pass from Derbe to Tarsus, which was a 
common route and not far from where they were, Paul 
said that he wanted to make a visit to all of the faithful 
which had been saved in each of these towns. They re- 
traced their steps and gave encouragement to the new- 
found converts. 

After a visit to Antioch and Jerusalem, Paul began his 
second missionary journey—this time with Silas as a com- 
panion. He revisited the churches which were established 
on the first journey and then made his way to the city of 
Troas. In Troas, one of the most important things for us, 
today, took place. Paul had a vision of the man from 
Macedonia and he answered that call. Consequently he 
crossed over from Asia Minor to Europe, and this mes- 
sage then came from Europe to America. Easily the mes- 
sengers could have turned Eastward; and, today, instead 
of our sending missionaries to Japan and India, they 
would be sending us missionaries telling about Christ— 
as the Son of God. 

Paul was obedient to the call, and he and Silas went 
to Philippi. At this place a young lady who was “possessed 
with a spirit of divination” was healed. Her masters were 
furious and went to the town officials, who put Paul 
and Silas in jail. Things looked dark for these missionar- 
ies, but they were not looking on the outward physical 
circumstances. They began singing a song in the mid- 

(Continued on page 10) 
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dle of the night and the power of God filled that place. 
The earth quaked and the locks broke. God’s messengers 
were set free. And just as the jailer drew his sword to 
kill himself, Paul told him some of the sweetest news 
that he ever heard: “Do thyself no harm for we are all 
here.” Then the jailer did what every sinner should do. 
He fell on his knees and asked “What must I do to be 
saved?” Paul answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” Yes, God not only 
miraculously delivered his missionaries, but he brought 
salvation to the jailer’s whole household. 

Paul and Silas stayed awhile at Lydia’s and then con- 
tinued on to Thessalonica where they were accused of 
being the ones that “have turned the world upside down.” 
Jason and some of the others of the city were converted, 
but the Jews soon ran Paul out of town; and he went to 
Berea, where he began preaching. At Berea he had ex- 
ceptionally good results until the Jews of Thessalonica 
came over and caused trouble. Paul left for Athens. 


AT ATHENS, PAUL had one of his bitterest 
experiences. He met learned men who for generations 
had been outstanding in philosophy. They were very in- 
terested in hearing Paul’s ideas; but, instead of accept- 
ing them in the heart, they wanted to have an educated 
discourse of the head. 

Let me digress a moment: A religion that is all feeling, 
is too emotional and leads to wildfire; a religion that is 
all reason is too cold and formalistic and leads to philo- 
sophical discourses; but a religion which is dominated by 
the will and is heartfelt is one that can be emotionally 
expressed or intellectually defended and gives one a 
worth-while reason for living. It does not ignore the law 
of faith which operates in the life of every human be- 
ing and becomes one of the most important influences in 
his living. 

Paul knew this. He was heartbroken that the intelli- 
gent men in his audience were blinded by their own 
learning and were not able to step out on the law of 
faith, as a little child, and accept Christ. Paul had such 
a wonderful experience with God in which he lived a joy- 
ful, happy life of love, and he wanted everyone to have 
this same experience that he had. Here was an audience 
made up of intelligent men with whom one could reason; 
yet their own intellectual ability was the thing that blind- 
ed them spiritually. Paul left Athens a dejected, down- 
hearted man. 

Paul went to Corinth and began preaching. When the 
Jews rejected his message, he turned to the Gentiles. God 
saw Paul’s need for encouragement and he did not for- 
sake him at this time. The Lord said, “Be not afraid, but 
speak, and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and 
no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much 
people in this city.” Paul continued there for a year and 
a half. Then he left for Jerusalem, stopping in Ephesus 
for a short visit. 

Soon afterwards, Paul began his third missionary jour- 
ney. This time he remained many months in Ephesus. 
God rewarded his ministry by healing the sick, casting 
out devils, saving souls, and giving him the ability to 
train several ministers who carried on the ministerial ac- 
tivity. Time does not permit a detailed explanation of all 
of Paul’s life. However, it was one of physical hardships 
and spiritual victories. 

After his third journey he felt led to Jerusalem. He 
was warned repeatedly that he would be imprisoned, but 
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again Paul showed his unconcern for the physical things 
that might befall him and pressed on as he felt that God 
was leading. : 

Undoubtedly, it was hard for him and the other Chris- 
tians of his day to understand why the ministry of such 
an active man as Paul was localized in the jail at Cae- 
sarea, but God still had his hand on his messenger. At 
his conversion, Ananias was told that Paul would bear 
the name of the Lord before kings; and, while a prisoner, 
Paul had many such opportunities. 

Paul lived a full life. Christ laid down the principles 
and Paul interpreted them in the daily living of the early 
Christians. He was crucified to the world, to the desires 
of the world, to the success of the world, to the treasures 
of the world; but this did not result in a downhearted, 
sad life, no indeed. Paul said, “I am crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live.” Yes, he lived; He was alive; He had 
a life worth living. He had a reason to live and he had 
the Source of life for his constant strength and compan- 
ion. Paul said, “For me to live is Christ and to die is 
gain.” Yes, he had far-reaching spiritual vision and did 
not let his life down with the little cares of this world. 

God help us, also, to live a life that is wholly dedi- 
cated, unselfishly directed, and constantly centered in 
the will of God, such as this great man, who was a real 
missionary for the cause of Christ, lived. 


WHAT IS YOUR LIFE? 
(Continued from page 4) 


This Bible says that he that overcometh shall inherit 
all things. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.” He said again, “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Jesus 
provided for your future life. 

What is your future life? It must be in one of the two 
categories mentioned in Daniel 12:2, “And many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt. And they that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” Which will 
it be? 


PREACHER’S CORNER 
By W. M. Granger, Pastor, Slater, S. C. 


2 Timothy 4:5, “But watch thou in all things, endure 
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof 
of thy ministry.” 

A Changed Nature 

You cannot evolve a saint from a sinner. You may 
make hima refined or cultured sinner, but that is all. 
Every seed produces according to its kind, and to change 
a man’s development, you must change his nature.— 
Selected. 

Charles Kingsley said of freedom that “mankind is 
blessed with two kinds, one being false, which permits 
a person to be free to do as he likes; the true, where a 
man is free to do what he ought.” So we might add 
that there is no such things as freedom as long as sin 
reigns in the heart of man. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 





Any Church of God members or their friends in or 
around Morris, Illinois, who are interested in starting a 
church or a branch Sunday School, please contact me.— 
Charles W. Cox, 42 North Bluff Street, Joliet, Illinois. 





The Church of God, Peru, Indiana, is located at 67 
South Walnut Street. This is near the air base which is 
being reactivated at Bunker Hill. Anyone having friends 
or relatives located near here, please contact the pastor, 
Dale Albin, 65 South Walnut Street, Peru, Indiana. 


Mrs. Annie Ruth Bragg, 81 Beaver Street, Douglasville, 
Georgia, Phone 3631, is now open for revivals. 


Answers to the inquiries relative to the recent survey of 
an increase in the group insurance will be answered 
through the Evangel at the earliest date possible, or as 
soon as the survey can be completed and an answer to 
the inquiries determined. 

Any changes that may be made will either be printed 
in the Evangel or mailed directly to the policyholders.— 
Zeno C. Tharp, General Overseer. 


Any Church of God minister in good standing with our 
denomination, who is interested in becoming a chaplain 
in the Armed Forces and would like information concern- 
ing requirements, may write me for a Memorandum of 
Information. You need not apply unless you are between 
the ages of 21 and 33. This is a very needy phase in the 
lives of our young ministers and members.-W. C. Byrd, 
Member, Commission on Chaplains, National Association 
of Evangelicals, 2403 Elsinor Avenue, Baltimore 16, Mary- 
land. 


The Church of God is located at 3194 East State Street 
in Rockford, Illinois. If you know of any persons living 
here who are members or friends of the church, we would 
be glad to visit and help them in any way we can. This 
is a very large city with many good places to work if 
you should be interested in finding work in this section 
of the country.—C. W. Kerce, 1536 Oakes Avenue, Rock- 
ford, Illinois. Telephone 4-7452. 


WHILE THEY LAST! 


Boxes of old LIGHTED PATHWAYS and Evangels are 
available 350-500 per box. We will furnish you absolutely 
FREE these LIGHTED PATHWAYS and Evangels if you 
will send us $1.00 per box for postage. 
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“COUPONS STILL HAVE A VALUE” 


The 254 boys and girls of the Church of God Home for 
Children look forward to the privilege of being able to 
reach each of our readers. Each one can readily tell you 
that one of the most important items of the Home is 
counting and assorting the coupons. A question that is 
asked many times is, “Does it pay to save coupons?” and, 
of course, we readily answer, “It certainly does.” 

In the last seven months we have mailed and received 
over $8,000, and we only have about six states that have 
shown a little interest in the coupon drive. If each of our 
AA and A states would put on a special drive for the 
coupons this year, I am sure it would reach an all-time 
high, which would be greatly appreciated by us. 

There is a double value on some of the coupons— 
OCTAGON CLEANSER and OCTAGON DETERGENT. 
These are worth $8 per thousand. 

We are particularly interested in these coupons and, of 
course, there are many others that we are listing below 


which have a cash value to us. 


United Profit Sharing 
Coupons 

Red Band—General Mills 

White Tulip Flour 

Ballard’s Obelisk Flour 

Ballard’s Prepared Mixes 

Mrs. Filbert’s Products 

Rumford Baking Powder 

Kansas Milling Company 

Octagon Soap Products 

Luzianne Coffee and Tea 

Hearth Club Baking Powder 

French Market Coffee & Tea 

La Rosa Macaroni Products 

Betty Crocker or Queen Bess 

Thomas & Howard Company 

Morning Joy Coffee & Tea 

International Milling Co. 

J. Eavenson & Sons Soaps 

Silver Mist Flour 

Purasnow Flour 

Pillsbury Mills 

Red Star Flour 

Armour & Company 

Jack Rabbit Company 

Donavan Coffee Co. 

Red Head Premium Co. 

White Deer Flour 

Batterton Coffee 

J. F. G. Coffee 

Golden Key 

Wilson Milk 

Dean Coffee 

Mother’s Oats 

Quaker Oats 

White Ring Flour 

Kenoco Gas 

Bordens 

Kirkmans 


Plee-zing Products 
Jewel Tea 

Kre-mel Dessert 
Linit Liquid Starch 
Blair Milling Co. 
Health Club 

Robin Hood Flour 
General Foods Products 
Royal Cup 

Gold Medal Flour 
Russel-Miller Milling Co. 
Fleetwood Coffee Co. 
Miami Margarine 
Martha White 
Delited 

People’s Oil 
Interstate Coffee 
Crete Mills 

Dean Lily Flour 
Community Coffee 
Leon’s Milk 
Gambills 

White Rose Oil Co. 
Texize 

Rival Dog & Cat Food 
Wrap in Wax 
Mutual Coffee Co. 
Durkees Margarine 
Every Day Milk 
Tag and Werx Soap 
Asco Milk 

Essex Rubber 

Davis Flour 

Libby & McNeal 
Sego Milk 

Dixie Lily Flour 
Golden Dipt 

Globe Soap 

Ronzoni Macaroni 


If we can be of any service to you, we are more than 
glad to offer our assistance. And, remember, when you 
invest in a boy or girl, it is one of the greatest invest- 
ments you can possibly make. 
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WOMAN WITH PARALYZED 
ARM HEALED 


WHITMAN, W. Va.—We thank and 
praise God for a wonderful revival 
with Sister Rosella Webb as the evan- 
gelist. Three were saved, 4 sanctified, 
3 filled with the Holy Ghost, 2 bap- 
tized in water, and 3 added to the 
church. The church was greatly re- 
vived and several testified to bein 
healed. The power of God was so grea 
and real that one sister whose arm 
had been paralyzed for four years was 
healed. Since the revival has ended, 4 
have been saved, 2 have been sancti- 
fied, and 1 has been filled with the 
Holy Ghost. One man was saved and 
healed while sitting back in the con- 
a Buryel Salyers, Pas- 

“2 


—— — 


CONVERTED JEW CONDUCTS 
REVIVAL 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—We enjoyed a 
three weeks’ revival with the Stansky 
Evangelistic Team. Brother Stansky is 
a fullblood Jew, reared in a Jewish 
home. The relating of his experiences 
was very interesting to us. We were 
blessed by the ministry of Sister Stan- 
sky as she ministered to the sick and 
the needy. Many things concerning the 
needs of the people were revealed to 
her by the Spirit. Numbers were saved, 
sanctified, and filled with the Holy 
Ghost during this revival. We bid the 
team Godspeed and may they win 
a souls for Christ—J. David Pitts, 

astor. 


—— — 


SEVEN CONVERTED IN 
SAVANNAH 


SAVANNAH, Ga.—Recently, we en- 
joyed a two weeks’ revival conducted 
by Sister Mattie Larkin. The Lord real- 
ly blessed us. Seven were saved, 4 
sanctified, 5 added to the church, and 
1 was filled with the Holy Ghost. We 
thank God for these souls that have 
accepted Him into their hearts and 
lives. Sister Larkin may be contacted 
at 656 Orrin Avenue, S.W., Winter Ha- 
ven, Florida. Phone 49175.—Carolene 
Lee, Reporter. 


OUTSTANDING REVIVAL IN 
MONTANA 


MISSOULU, Montana—We have just 
had an outstanding five weeks’ revival 
conducted by Sister Jennie Evans of 
Perryton, Texas, who came to us in 
answer to prayer. Through her minis- 
try many were healed and the church 
has been uplifted and established as 
never before. The people were thrilled 
by her anointed preaching and teach- 
ing, not only in the night services but 
in the morning prayer meetings as 
well. Thirty-two were saved, 12 sancti- 
fied, and 3 filled with the Holy Ghost. 
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We were honored to have as our guests 
during the revival Rev. Zeno C. Tharp, 
our General Overseer, and Rev. Doyle 
Stanfield, state overseer of Kansas. At 
the conclusion of the revival we had 
a baptismal service near the Bitter 
Root Mountains in a blustering snow 
storm. The cold wind and snow was 
not enough to stop those who wanted 
to follow the commandment of our 
Lord. The cold was almost unbearable, 
but just before the people stepped into 
the water, Sister Evans, standing 
nearby, lifted her hands and eyes to- 
ward heaven and said, “Lord God of 
Elisha, Moses and the prophets, you 
control the elements. Give us a warm 
breeze for these people in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.” Immediately, although the 
snow continued to fall, a warm breeze 
swept down upon us and everyone 
looked at each other in amazement.— 
J. W. Childress, Pastor. 


GREAT SPIRITUAL 
MANIFESTATIONS 


ELIZABETHTON, Tenn.—We have 
just completed the fourth week of a 
glorious revival. The church has been 
wonderfully blessed by the preaching 
of Brother Ted Moore. Several have 
been saved, 8 have received the Holy 
Ghost, and a number have been healed 
by the miraculous power of God. Sta- 
tistics do not begin to express the 
benefit of this revival to our church. 
There has been a revival of interest, a 
revival of enthusiasm, and a revival 
of spirit for which we thank God. Our 
Sunday School attendance has dou- 
bled. In several services the Holy 
Ghost has taken charge and, without 
the minister’s preaching, has filled the 
altar with seekers. At times almost ev- 
eryone in the church would be shout- 
ing and praising God. It has been par- 
ticularly thrilling to see several young 
persons dancing at one time under 
the anointing of the Holy Ghost. The 
moving of the Spirit has been more 
than a shallow stirring of the emo- 
tions. Many have testified to a deeper 
consecration and a solemn pledge of 
greater service to God and His church. 
—Louis H. Cross, Pastor. 


SAINTS OF GOD ARE EDIFIED 


RIVERSIDE, Ga.—We recently had 
a great revival at the Riverside 
Church of God in Atlanta. Quite a 
number were saved and sanctified, 8 
were filled with the Holy Ghost, 11 
were added to the Church, and several 
were baptized in water. The services 
were well-attended and the interest 
was unusual. Night after night the 
sweet Spirit of the Lord came down 
and blessed our souls. There were 
manifestations of the Spirit in such a 
sweet and blessed way—not “flesh” 
nor “quenching of the Spirit,” but 





freedom in the Lord that we love and 
enjoy. Brother J. David Pitts was the 
evangelist and did some of the best 
preaching we have heard anywhere. 
God is using Brother Pitts in giving 
out the Word under the anointing of 
the Spirit for both soul and body. 
Many were healed and after several 
weeks are still healed. The saints were 
built up in the faith. Several said, “I 
will never be the same after this re- 
vival.” I’m sure eternity alone will re- 
veal all the good done in this meeting. 
When we stand before the Judge of 
all the earth who will do right about 
everything, there will surely be a “well 
done” for this effort. We are looking 
forward to the time when Brother 
Pitts can return to Atlanta, and we 
hope it can be a city-wide revival. He 
loves the church and is working for 
it. Brother Pitts’ brother, J. T., was 
with us five nights. We learned to love 
him and enjoyed his ministry, also.— 
G. R. Watson, Pastor. Jim O. McClain, 
Associate Pastor. 


CALLED “GREATEST REVIVAL 
EVER” 


SHELBY, Ohio—We praise and 
thank God for the wonderful six 
weeks’ Holy Ghost revival we recently 
had with Brother John D. Pratt as 
the evangelist. Many who have served 
the Lord for a number of years testi- 
fied that this was the best revival they 
were ever in. This revival has built up 
the church spiritually and unity pre- 
vails. The _ soul-stirring messages 
which came forth each night by the 
great anointing power of God were 
wonderful and touched many sinners’ 
hearts. Ten were saved, 5 were sanc- 
tified, 1 was filled with the Holy 
Ghost, 2 were reclaimed, and 2 were 
baptized in water. The messages 
touched the Christians’ hearts as well 
as the sinners’, drawing them nearer 
to the Lord, both those who have 
served Him for years and those who 
have just begun. These messages 
meant much to the young people. It 
has made them realize just how pre- 
cious our Saviour really is. Many who 
have served the Lord for years have 
a better understanding of the Lord 
and His work. Special singing and mu- 
sic was presented each night with 
Brother Paul Williamson as song lead- 
er. Healing services were held nightly 
with many healings as a result. The 
attendance during the entire six weeks 
was good. Among those attending were 
Lutherans, Methodists, United Breth- 
ren, and Baptists. These people were 
very much influenced by the services. 
We also thank God for Brother Pratt’s 
wife who worked continually with us 
in this revival. We highly recommend 
Brother Pratt and his wife to any 
church, They will be a great blessing. 
We ali epee our pastor and his 
wife, Brother and Sister John Wheel- 
er.—Mrs. Martha Lewis, Sunday 
School Secretary and Y.P.E. President. 
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NEW CHURCH IN ARKANSAS 
st $400. For the month of October, the ALMA HAS $2,000 AT HOME- 
e b] 
MALVERN, Ark.—About two months tithes were $1,803.96. This set a record COMING RALLY 
3 ago a new Church of God was organ- a —_ church at por meme 3 pnd are de 
zed a alvern wit wenty-two joicing tor the wonder ngs the ALMA 
y. members. Since that time, under the Lord is doing for us in Greer, and we (,;4MA, Ga-—On the fifth Sunday in 
ul able leadership of Brother Homer Cot- are praying that He can use us in an Qctober, the Church of God, at Alma, 
, ten, the pastor, the church has grown even greater way in the future. Broth- Gav “nich was eaid b ome-coming 
bn to fifty-one in membership. They are &r and Sister H. T. Durden, along with + 4 r t Ay a h many to be 
e also helping to get another new work their talented daughter, Naomi, are {he greatest day for the church in 
, started at Benton, Arkansas.—Lloyd treasured for their untiring work for The on b ith : 
, G. White, District Youth Director, Lit- our church, and we love them very g,/U¢ Sezvices began with a very fine 
t tle Rock District. = Mary Anne Bruce, Re-  corg for the church sines = y LE 
1 << om Sorrow ee here after our last. camp meeting. 
g t e morning service was a fine serv- 
r CHURCH REORGANIZED IN CHURCH ENJOYS GREAT ice freighted with the power of the 
e NEBRASKA INCREASE Lord. The morning message was 
e Pn i prea by -, pastor, Brother W. C. 
| 3 —The urch of Go + . 7 ey on, “You and God are a 
Ss in Auburn, after being inactive for JEFFERSON, lowa—The Lord is cer- victorious Majority.” 
tainly bl 
: cual Gaels. Gna ized i ainly blessing our work in this city. I 
anuary, , by the state overseer. than we have here. Since the Assembly the South Georgia people can prepare 
, The Church of God nearest to Auburn we have received twent and serve, was enjoyed at noontime 
is 35 miles away, the second nearest on, Tae ‘ A 
BAF. , r members into the fellowship of the The afternoon service was blessed 
a = z m ¥ ooee. he city has a Church. On October 30, we paid off by a great message from our esteemed 
— a ae Sy - = me only one oyr church indebtedness, which was ‘strict overseer, Brother C. N. Harris, 
cos 7 hall ; on ore, we have @ pnarsonage. We are praising God for a text, “Jesus the Same Yesterday, To- 
SS aa church is small good increase in every department of ay, and Forever.” This message was 
i “4 membership; however, we feel that the church. We are now enjoying a 2%,Masterpiece and many souls were 
; . —_ a a —— yon Mined the work great spiritual revival with Brother J. lifted and blessed. 
J ae te gh --- ae om oe Epon David Pitts, pastor of the Church of The evening service was no excep- 
d ro m4 f.. - = oo PgR or God in Louisville, Kentucky. Our peo-_ tion. Brother Franklin O. Ward, of Sa- 
i pan. Maen Seton & th -. ved & ple have been blessed and thrilled be- vannah, Georgia, and one of the finest 
‘ — - F af inta nny a yond words by the ministry of this young ministers in the Church of God, 
, po ha gs TK — g atich ote Th man of God. We have witnessed many who is presently in a revival here, 
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pom vor - ai he he lg - # | Brother Pitts who stands foursquare thru to the Holy Ghost. 
: like to make . contribution to the {£0F the doctrines and teachings of the After the final count the finance for 
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A SOLID GROWTH REALIZED 


GREER, S. C.—The Church of God 
in Greer is growing stronger in every 
department as the weeks roll by. There 
hasn’t been a sudden increase and 
then a decrease, but a steady, even 
climb which is growing more and 
more. The yg of the church 
as a whole wonderful and getting 
better with each service. From the fi- 





1956 EVANGELICAL ANNUAL 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON COMMENTARY 


A Bible Centered Teaching Plan — Price $2.00 each 


Based upon the Uniform Bible 
Lesson Outlines prepared by the 
National Sunday School Associ- 


CONTENTS: 

i ® Daily Bible Readings. 

® Lesson Text and Teaching 
Outline. 


nancial standpoint, we are in excel- ation, the Evangelical Commen- 

lent shape! Last year, a drive was tary has become a widely re- ° Lesson Exposition. 

made for the quotas to be paid for ceived teaching instrument for © Topical Helps and Illustra- 

that year. It proved to be a complete akin : . tions. 

success. We did the same thing for tec Bite eum central ie © Golden Text 

this coming church year, and over & Sunday schools of America. © Heart of the Lesson. 

$5,000 was pledged to be paid by next 7 yy rests squarely @ Evangelistic Emphasis. 

October. All of our quotas for a year upon the assumption that the ® Review and Discussion. 

in advance will be paid from the Bible is the Christian’s source © Departmental Application. 
of instruction for faith and life. © A Cumulative Library. 


pledges, and there will be no more fi- 
nancial burden placed upon any serv- 








ices. In the tithes report, over $2,000 
e 7 more was paid in for the past year 

than for the previous year. One Sun- 
day very recently the tithes were over 


Order From: CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 
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COMING SOON 





NEW 
INVENTION 
BY 
A 
CHURCH 
OF 





Bible and Bible Notes Holder 


Mr. Willard Jones, a member of the Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, Church of God recently in- 
vented a combination Bible and Bible Notes 
Holder, the first of its kind. Similar in design to 
leather notebook holders, the set includes a full 
size Scofield reference Bible with concordance and 
a section which can be used for Sunday School 
quarterlies, hymn books, Scripture lessons and vari- 
ous other articles. The Bible and Notes Holder 
is made of French Morocco with a zipper closure. 


Price $29.50 
Available by Easter at: 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 





THE NEW LIFE 
by E. H. Wilson 


There is a great need for proper instruction 
for new converts. Reverend E. H. Wilson has 
written in a 16-page booklet the basic facts 
a new convert should know. He explains in simple, 
clear and concise language: 

1. The New Life 

2. Bible reading 

3. Yielding your life unto the will of God 

4. Prayer 

5. Testifying of God’s goodness unto you 

Hold new converts! Proper instructions produce 
lasting results! 
Pastors, Evangelists, get an ample supply of these 
booklets. Present each new convert with a copy. 
Prices: 10c each; 80c per dozen; $5.00 per 100 
copies. 











Please mail ___________ copies of ‘The New Life” to: 
(Name) 

(Address) 

(City) (State) 


Clip and mail to: 
CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
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L.W.W.B’S.. 


Another Christmas Seller .. . 





GLAD TIDINGS Christmas Gift Wrappings 


No. G8055 
“SUNSHINE LINE” 100 Piece Ensemble 


Imagine the excitement your gift will cause when it is delivered 
to your friend, wrapped in one of these gorgeous gift wrappings. 
Each design is exceptionally colorful. 

The new “Glad Tidings’ ensemble includes TWENTY large 
sheets (approximately 20x30 inches) and features ten wonderful 
designs. The illustrations here cannot do justice to their colorful 
beauty. There are five lovely Christ-honoring designs and five 
general designs plus 60 seals and 20 tags to match. For those extra 
special gifts there are four sheets which feature large center 
designs. 

Christmas gifts wrapped in ‘’Glad Tidings” gift wrappings are 
sure to be among the most distinctive your friends will receive. A 
vibrant and exciting assortment. Price $1.25 








7-12 Boxes 13-25 Boxes 26-50 Boxes 51 Boxes and up 
.85ea. -80 ea. .75 ea. .70 ea. 
Charge To: _. 
Church 








City State 








Pastor 


_ CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee 


The Church of God Evangel 
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RAPID INCREASE IN TOTAL U. S. 
CHURCH GIVING STILL REPORTED 


U. S. Protestants are continuing to 
give more to their churches than ever 
before, an all-time high of over 
$1,600,000,000 in 1954, according to the 
National Council of Churches. 

Contributions reported by 47 Protes- 
tant and 2 Eastern Orthodox bodies 
with a combined U. S. membership of 
more than 34,000,000 totalled 
$1,687,921,729—a jump of $145,000,000 
over the previous year. The per capita 
figure is $48.95. Most denominations re- 
ported for fiscal year 1954. 

The great bulk of contributions was 
earmarked for local congregational 
expenses—a total of $1,353,553,358 re- 

rted by 48 bodies as compared with 

1,233,766,530 reported by 47 bodies for 
the preceeding year. These funds went 
to pay for ministers’ salaries, church 
maintenance and repairs, fuel, light- 
ing and similar expenses and capital 
improvements. 

Eighteen of the 48 church bodies re- 
ported that more than 31 per cent of 
all their congregational expenses had 
gone into new building programs, re- 
flecting the unprecedented national 
church construction boom. 

Significant gains were also shown 
in benevolence giving. Contributions 
for church-sponsored home and for- 
eign mission programs, overseas relief, 
orphanages, homes for the aged and 
hospitals amounted to $334,368,371— 
an increase of more than $25,000,000 
over the 1953 figures. 

Highest per member giving was re- 
corded by the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church with contributions of $176.91. 
Largest total giving was reported by 
the Methodist Church whose 9,202,728 
members gave $345,416,448—up 
$30,900,000 from last year’s previous 
all-time high. 


CHURCH BUILDING EXPENDITURES 
HIGHEST IN NORTHEAST 


The present boom in religious build- 
ing, in which the nation reaching 
new, unprecedented heights in con- 
struction of churches, religious educa- 
tion buildings, and church-related 
structures, is registering the greatest 

rcentage gains in the meavily-pepe- 
ated Northeast section of the nation 

Permits for religious building in the 
U. S. for the first half of 1955 were 
valued at $198 million, an increase of 
15 per cent over the first half of 1954, 
which had set a new record itself, ac- 
cording to federal figures. 
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But in the Northeast region, reli- 


ous building permits in the first 

lf, valued at $43.7 million, were up 
to 28 per cent over the previous year. 
This region includes Maine, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecti- 
cut, Vermont, Rhode Island, New Jer- 
sey, New York, and Pennsylvania. 

The North Central region reported 
religious building permits valued at 
$61.5 million, 24 per cent over 1954. 
This region included Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin, Iowa, Kan- 
sas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota and South Dakota. 

The Southern region had building 
permits to the amount of $68.4 million 
in the first half, an increase of 14 per 
cent, or slightly under the national 
average, over the previous year. 

The West was the only region in 
which there was a decline in the build- 
ing permits for religious structures, as 
compared to 1954. This region report- 
ed building permits valued at $24.5 
million, a decrease of 13 per cent un- 
der the previous year. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS 
URGED TO “PUT GOD INTO 
OUR EDUCATION” 


Over 2,000 delegates registered at the 
Sunday School convention in Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, were asked to 
“put God into our education” by Dr. 
Henrietta C. Mears of Hollywood. She 
also charged that in spite of the many 
opportunities offered in modern edu- 
cation, school children today “get 
nothing in the way of the Word of 
God . . . despite the fact that all but 
two of the first 108 colleges in this 
country were founded by Christians.” 

The convention was the second of its 
kind to be held by the National Sun- 
day School Association this year. The 
first, held in Spokane, Washington, 
early in October, also had over 2,000 
delegates registered, representing doz- 
ens of denominations. Addresses by 
a speakers, and workshops 
dealing with various phases of Sun- 
day School work, were featured at 
both conventions. 

Dr. Mears said that the failure of 
public schools to make room for God 
puts a greater responsibility on the 
Church and Sunday School. “We in 
the Church face a tremendous task 
but not a hopeless one,” she said. “All 
we have to do is teach the Word of 
God. It is sufficient; you don’t have 
to add anything to it.” 

“We're feeding the children nothing 
but husks—superficialities instead of 


realities,” she said. “We must put God 
into our education to make it good.” 
(Dr. Mears is education director at 
Hollywood’s First Presbyterian Church 
where 6,230 are enrolled in the Sun- 
day School.) 

The convention passed resolutions 
recommending Bible reading, the 
home altar, and family worship in 
churches and Sunday Schools as “the 
first line of offense in combating the 
recent trends of moral decline.” 


CHINESE CHRISTIANS REPORTED 
TO BE THRIVING UNDER REDS 


A Pentecostal missionary in Hong 
Kong, J. Rutherford Spence, writes in 
Pentecost as follows: “Just out from 
Shanghai have come two CIM mis- 
sionaries who decided to stay on when 
the Communists came in. He got a job 
with a large English shipping firm. 
The good news is that the Church in 
China is carrying on and is writing 
a wonderful page of Church History. 
Special meetings are being held, souls 
are being saved, and the Chinese 
Christians are being deepend in 
Christ.” 


ANN ARBOR MEMORIAL PARK 
TO GET BIBLICAL TABLET 


A large bronze tablet containing the 
entire 23rd Psalm, designed to form 
the central point of a new division of 
a nearby cemetery, is being displayed 
in the window of the Chamber of 
Commerce in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

The tablet will be placed in the cen- 
ter of the Garden of Meditation, a 
four-acre section of Washtenong Me- 
morial Park, in time for dedication 
next Easter Sunday. 

In the form of a Bible, the tablet is 
four feet high and seven feet wide, 
weighing almost 1,000 pounds. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHURCH 
CELEBRATING 245th YEAR FETE 


Market Square Presbyterian church, 
in suburban Philadelphia, is celebrat- 
ing, during the month of November, 
the 245th anniversary of its founding. 
The Reverend Ellsworth Erskine Jack- 
son is pastor. 

The ori church was founded in 
1710 on the same site in German- 
town, Pa. George Washington attend- 
ed services there. The building was 
used, for a time, by the British Army 
to quarter a battalion of Virginia sol- 
diers captured in the Battle of Ger- 
mantown, October 3, 1777. 
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Give A Friend A Friend’s Gift at Christmas 


FOUR 
a Citlece SUBSCRIPTIONS 
» @ * ac a P. pe «“ 
Diljucrfalieag ct 
ONLY 
$5.00 


ELIMINATE YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING WORRIES 


BY GIVING EVANGEL - LIGHTED PATHWAY GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS 


The LIGHTED PATHWAY will be sold at a club rate of $1.25 
each in groups of 4 or more, for a limited time only. 





To: Church of God Publishing House 
922 Montgomery Avenue : - 
Cleveland, Tennessee I enclose $5.00 in full payment of the following 
Individual subscription rate $1.50 Evangel - LIGHTED PATHWAY gift subscriptions. 








Send a l-year gift subscription of [[ Evangel Send a l-year gift subscription of [] Evangel 
CC] LIGHTED PATHWAY to: [] LIGHTED PATHWAY to: 





(Name) 





(Address) (Address) 








(City) (State) (City) (State) 
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